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Abstract	
	
	

	 The idea of a collaborative press refers to two related but broadly distinguishable 

conceptions of collaboration.  One concerns collaboration as a press role; the other concerns 

collaboration as a newsroom norm.  A longstanding, though seldom celebrated, role for a 

democratic press, collaboration of the first kind typically manifests itself as an ad hoc partnership 

between the press and usually, but not always, the state, a relationship aimed at averting conflict 

or disagreement by identifying mutually agreeable means and ends.  An example of this type of 

collaboration, courtesy of Christians and his colleagues (Christians et al, 2009, pp. 206-211), 

would be the press and the state working in concert to develop and implement criteria for 

censorship at a time of war.  In contrast, collaboration of the second kind involves a partnership 

between or among journalists, within but mostly across newsrooms, a relationship driven by the 

need to deal with the unplanned consequences of the recent and rapid computerization of 

communication. 

 Understood as a new newsroom norm, collaboration emerged in response to the need to 
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both mitigate the collapse in many parts of the world of an old and dependable business model, 

viable for nearly two centuries, in which the publication of advertisements subsidized the 

production of news; and cope with new and widely available communication technology, mainly 

the internet, and the avalanche of information, new and old, it made available (ergo, the 

phenomenon of “big data” and the advent of computational journalism).  If competition remains 

a cherished value — a “respectful rivalry,” as The New York Times editor Dean Baquet (2017) 

recently described his newspaper’s relationship with The Washington Post, “makes for good 

journalism” — collaboration promises what Charles Lewis (2016), founder of the International 

Consortium of Investigative Journalists, describes as a future of “important work that was neither 

feasible nor fathomable in the last century.”  The title of Lewis’s article, published two years ago 

in The Guardian: “The future of journalism in three words: collaboration, collaboration, 

collaboration.”  

  We examine collaborative journalism in the context of what Michael Schudson (2010) 

calls “the emerging ecology of public information,” which he traces to the pre-internet 

“proliferation of data-gathering and data-assembling institutions in the 1970s” (p. 100).  We are 

particularly interested in — to shift to the work of John Nerone (2012) — the relationship 

between collaboration as a newsroom norm and “journalists’ capacity for independence”; we 

want to understand what collaboration contributes “the rise of a new news environment with new 

news practices” (p. 446).  Ultimately, we want to decide  whether collaborative practices are 

among the changes in journalism that “have opened the possibility of the redefinition of 

journalism, along with a rethinking of the relationship between journalism and democracy” 

(Nerone, 2012, p. 446). 

 



	 3	

A Selected Bibliography 

Ananny, Mike (2013) "Press-Public collaboration as infrastructure: Tracing news organizations and 
programming publics in application programming interfaces," American Behavioral Scientist 57, 
5, pp. 623-642. 
	

Anderson, C. W. (2013) “Towards a Sociology of Computational and Algorithmic Journalism.” New 
Media & Society 15, 7, pp. 1005–21.  

 
Baquet,	Dean	(2017)	Interviewed	by	Peter	Kafka	for	Recode,	30	May.	Available	at	

https://www.recode.net/2017/5/30/15693066/dean-baquet-new-york-times-news-
journalism-washington-post-marty-baron-code-2017	(accessed	31	January	2018). 

 
Bollinger, Lee C. (1991) Images of a Free Press. Chicago: University Of Chicago Press. 
 
Carlson, Matt (2015) "The robotic reporter: Automated journalism and the redefinition of labor, 

compositional forms, and journalistic authority." Digital Journalism 3, 3, pp. 416-431. 
 
Christians, Clifford G., Glasser, Theodore L., McQuail, Denis, Nordenstreng, Kaarle, and White, 

Robert A. (2009) Normative Theories of the Media: Journalism in Democratic Societies. 
Urbana: University of Illinois Press. 

 
Hatcher, John A. and Dana Thayer (2017). "Assessing collaboration in One Media 

Ecosystem," Journalism Practice 11, 10, pp. 1283-1301. 
 

Hermida, Alfred (2012) "Tweets and truth: Journalism as a discipline of collaborative 
verification." Journalism Practice 6, 5-6, pp. 659-668. 

 
Karlsson, Michael (2011) "The immediacy of online news, the visibility of journalistic processes and 

a restructuring of journalistic authority," Journalism 12, 3, pp. 279-295. 
 
Lewis, Charles (2016) “The future of journalism in three words: collaboration, collaboration, 

collaboration.”  The Guardian.  April 18, 2016. 
 

Lewis, Seth C., and Usher, Nikki (2014) “Code, collaboration, and the future of Journalism: A case 
study of the hacks/hackers global network,” Digital Journalism 2, 3, pp. 383–93.  

 
Nerone, John (2012) “The historical root of the normative model of journalism.”  Journalism 14, 7, 

pp. 446-458. 
 
Parasie, Sylvain, and Dagiral Eric (2013). "Data-driven journalism and the public good: “Computer-

assisted-reporters” and “programmer-journalists” in Chicago." New Media & Society 15, 6, pp. 
853-871. 

 
Schudson, Michael (2010) “Political observatories, databases & news in the emerging ecology of 

public information,” Daedalus 139, 2, pp. 100-109. 


